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This special issue of the Central Issue has been produced to record the events 
following the Alloa accident of Wednesday, 23rd January and, in particular, the 
funeral of our colleague, John Noble. It is intended to pull together many of the 
comments and observations made by people and organisations following the 
accident. 

both from his time in the 
Service and from his previous 
work as a motor engineer. 
These skills are the key to 
working in fire fighting and in 
modern rescue work. 
 
Following his return to Alloa 
John  became one of the lead 
instructors in Urban Search 
a n d  R e s c u e  ( U S A R ) 
completing training in Texas 
and  China.    
 
These skills and expertise 
were put to good use when 
John was part of the crew that 
attended the Stockline 
explosion.  This team rescued  
Lynda Kinnon the last person 
to be extricated from the 
remains of the collapsed 
factory in Glasgow. 
 
Personnel from all over the 
Service pulled together to 
arrange John Noble`s funeral 
in a manner that demonstrated 
the best of the Service and 
paid tribute to John in a 
manner that befitted such a 
well respected officer. 
 
Following confirmation from 
Lorraine (John`s wife) that 
there should be a full Service 
funeral a massive planning 
opera t ion swung  into 
operation to facilitate the 
fitting tribute to John.   
 
The funeral which was 

 Pallbearers and Guard of 
Honour lead by Station 
Manager Gregor Dobbie  

“Today there is a sense of 
thanksgiving as we remember 
the contribution that John made 
to so many peoples lives—
giving of himself sharing his 
experiences with others, 
bringing comfort to those who 
were in danger and risking his 
life on many occasions to save 
others”  

Rev Allan Downie  
 
John Noble joined the Service 
in 1984. Following initial 
training he was posted to Alloa 
fire station. Over the years that 
followed John served at 
B o ` n e s s ,  F a l k i r k  a n d 
Headquarters, working both in 
the staff department and then in 
training. This was an area that 
John excelled in and was to 
become one of the many 
attributes that John was known 
and respected for.  He had the 
ability to teach others the hands 
on skills that he had learned 

attended by an estimated 750 
people brought parts of Alloa 
to a standstill. At 12:30 
precisely, escorted by three 
police motorbike outriders, 
the procession of the Aerial 
Rescue Platform dressed in 
black, carrying the coffin, 
tended by two of the 
pallbearers left Alloa fire 
station.  Many members of 
the public stood in silence as 
the procession passed along 
Clackmannan Road then 
around the ring road before 
turning into Ludgate where 
the approach to the church 
was lined with fire fighters 
and other emergency service 
personnel. 
 
With precision and respect, 
the Pallbearers , made up of 
members of Blue Watch, 
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T H E  S T A F F  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  C E N T R A L  S C O T L A N D  F I R E  A N D  R E S C U E  

The pallbearers complete one of the most difficult 
parts of the funeral in carrying John from the Aerial 
Platform Ladder into the church under the watchful 
eye of the national media.  

A short time ago, during a 
management meeting, I 
happened to comment that the 
worst possible thing that can 
happen to a Fire and Rescue 
Service is to lose a colleague 
in the line of duty. At the time, 
that was a theoretical 
statement. Unfortunately, 
about three weeks later, that 
became our reality. The 
accident involving Alloa’s 
pump on the 23rd January was 
a most shocking event for us 
and the loss of a much liked 
and respected colleague, along 
with the injuries to the other 
members of the crew was that 
reality coming home to us. 
 
Despite all of this, I have been 
immensely proud of how 
people dealt with events. From 
the moment that Tillicoultry’s 
crew happened on the accident 
and got to work, backed up by 
colleagues from across the 
area, to the professionalism of 
our Control staff, which I 
witnessed at first hand, the 
people who volunteered to 
cover for the Blue Watch, all 
the way through to a most 
dignified and professional send 
off for John Noble, it is 
obvious that everyone in the 

Service was keen to do all they 
could to help. 
 
In respect of the funeral, I have 
had praise for the way it was 
conducted from many quarters 
and some of that has been 
reproduced in this issue. I take 
no personal credit for any of 
that. The credit must be directed 
towards the organisers, the 
Guard of Honour, Pallbearers 
and everyone who had a role to 
play on that day. People have 
remarked in particular on the 
contribution from Alan Scott, 
Kenny Taylor and John’s niece. 
All three made a most moving 
and personal contribution in 
difficult circumstances.  
 
I have also thanked the Chief 
Constable for the huge amount 
of support we received from our 
police colleagues both at the 
funeral and at the actual 
incident, where I have been told 
that attending police officers 
acted well beyond anything 
which might be reasonably 
expected. 
 
I had commented earlier on the 
overwhelming amount of 
support and offers of condolence 
from across Scotland, the UK 

and the world. Much of that you 
will see on the Service’s website. 
However, we have also had many 
letters and messages. We have 
tried to summarise those here, but 
the underlying message is clear – 
that John, Alan, Allan, Chris and 
Bryan as well as being members 
of Central Scotland Fire and 
Rescue Service, are members of a 
worldwide fire and rescue 
community. In due course, we 
will pass all of these messages on 
to John’s wife, Lorraine. 
 
In respect of ongoing work, you 
will know that we are doing 
everything we can to support our 
colleagues who have been 
affected by the incident, those 
who were injured and, in 
particular, the family of Alan 
Robertson. I know that, like me, 
you will all be wishing Alan the 
best in his long journey to 
recovery.  
 
Although I have taken the 
opportunity to name a small 
number of people here, please 
know that my thanks goes to 
everyone who contributed in 
whatever way, during most 
a r d u o u s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t 
circumstances. 

Alan was detached 
duties from his home 
station of Larbert on the 
day of the accident. He 
was airlifted to the 
Southern General 
Hospital following the 
accident. Alan has 
significant injuries but 
continues to improve.  
His parents are 
spending considerable 
amounts of time  at the 
hospital as are visitors 
from the Service. 
Everyone within the 
service wishes Alan a 
speedy recovery. 

Following some time in 
the high dependency 
unit at Stirling Royal 
Infirmary, Alan was 
released from hospital in 
time to attend the 
funeral.  Despite his 
injuries he was able to  
take his place in the 
guard of honour.  
 
Chris Robb and Bryan 
Bell were both detained 
in hospital for a short 
time before being  
released. They have both 
since returned to work at 
Alloa. 

removed the coffin 
and slowly carried 
John past the guard of  
honour of close 
colleagues into St 
Mungos church.  
 
Over  300 Central 

Scotland Fire and Rescue 
personnel and many others 
from around the country 
attended the funeral at the 
church and then the service 
at Falkirk crematorium. The 
logistical operation of 
organising the funeral in four 

days became one of the most 
significant management tasks that 
the Service has faced in recent 
years.  
 
So many people within the 
Service put so much work into 
such a short time to make all the 
necessary arrangements. From 
booking coaches, modifying the  
Aerial Rescue Platform to 
rehearsing the manoeuvres of the 
pallbearers' all were completed 
over a four day period to ensure 
that everything ran smoothly on 
the day. With the intense media 
interest in the event the eyes and 
ears of the whole of Scotland and 
beyond were firmly focused on 
our Service. 
 
It is impossible to thank everyone 
individually but the overwhelming 
support from every one in the 

Alan Huntly 
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“I miss you lots. I know you’re 
in Heaven Dad looking down 
on me, but I wish you were 
here. At least you died doing 
something you loved. So many 
people think of you as a hero. 
You truly are. 

 
“I need one of your cuddles 
just now, sadly Heaven’s just 
too far. God only takes the best 
Dad, and that’s just what you 
are.” 

Many letters of support have 
been received by the Service 
following the accident. While 
we cannot publish them all here 
are some of them. 
  
The Princess Royal has been 
informed by Mr. Gerry 
Clarkson of the recent tragic 
death of Firefighter John 
Campbell Noble and as Patron 
of the United Kingdom 
Firefighters' Memorial Trust she 
sends her sincere condolences to 
John's widow and two children 
at this very sad time.  
Her Royal Highness hopes that 
the two firefighters that remain 
in hospital, who were injured in 
the same accident, soon recover 
and once again I would be 
grateful if you pass The 
Princess's best wishes to Mrs. 
Noble.  

Buckingham Palace 
4th February 2008  

 
I was shocked and saddened to 

hear of the death of John Noble 
as a result of an accident 
involving the crew from Alloa 
Fire Station whilst responding 
to an emergency call at 
Strathdevon Primary School in 

Dollar. I understand that Mr 
Noble was an experienced 
firefighter who will be sadly 
missed within Central Scotland 
Fire and Rescue Service and 
within the wider community.  
It is a tragic reminder of the 
debt which all of us owe to our 
fire and rescue professionals, 
who put themselves at risk 
every day to protect our 
communities and make them 
safer.  

On behalf of the Scottish 
Government, I'm writing to 
extend my deepest sympathy to 
the family and friends of John 
Noble and to say our thoughts 
are with them and all of his 
injured colleagues.  

The Scottish Government 
Fergus Ewing 

 
I had the privilege of 
conducting John Noble's 
funeral. I was most impressed 
by the professionalism of 
your Brigade members who 
were actively involved in 
proceedings today. It was 
very obvious that many of 
them, especially those who 
were forming the Guard of 
Honour and acting as 
Pallbearers, had a great deal 
of emotional attachment to 

John and all of them found 
recent events to have been 
harrowing.  

On Wednesday evening as we 
were rehearsing procedures for 
t o d a y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n 
overwhelming sense of doing 
things right and a commitment 
on the part of everybody 
involved to provide a proper 
and fitting tribute for John. 
Their hard work on Wednesday 
paid off, and I believe that 
today's service was one of 
dignity and worthy of an 
officer who had given his life 
in the line of duty,  

I too had a degree of 
emotional involvement. 
Although I did not know 
John personally, I have 
known Lorraine and John's 
sister-in-law, for some time 
now, as a result of various 
Church and voluntary 
organisations. What could 
have been a very difficult 
service to conduct was made 
that much easier by the 
professional determination of 
John's colleagues and 
friends. They supported me 
as much as, I hope, I 
supported them and others.  

I would be grateful if you 
could pass on my sincere 
thanks to all of them - those 
who formed the Guard of 
Honour, those who acted as 
Pallbearers, and particularly to 
Alan Scott and Kenny Taylor 
who paid tribute to John. It 
could not have been easy for 
any of them, but they did John 
proud and were exemplary in 
all that they did.  

 
Rev Allan Downie  
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After receiving a number of 
requests from both members of 
staff, and the public, a bank 
account has been opened to 
accept donations on behalf of 
the personnel who were 
involved in the recent accident 
at Tillicoultry. 
 
Cheques should be made 
payable to the 'CSFRS Alloa 
Firefighters Fund' and 
forwarded to the following 
address: 
 
Central Scotland Fire & 
Rescue Service Headquarters 
Maddiston 
Falkirk 
FK2 0LG 
 
Alternatively, donations can be 
transferred directly to the bank 
using the following details: 
 
Bank of Scotland 
Station Road 
Brightons 
Falkirk 
FK2 0TU 
 
Account no: 06001763 
Sort Code: 80 18 26 
 
Please do not send cash. 

When I'm called to duty god 
wherever flames may rage 
give me strength to save a 
life whatever be its age Help 
me to embrace a little child 
before it is too late or save 
an older person from the 
horror of that fate Enable 
me to be alert to hear the 
weakest shout and quickly 
and efficiently to put the fire 
out I want to fill my calling 
and to give the best in me to 
guard my neighbor and 
protect his property And if 
according to your will I have 
to lose my life bless with 
your protecting hand my 
children and my wife .. 

Bebo is a social media network 
where friends share their lives. 
The site tends to be used by 
young people to communicate 
on all issues.   Shortly after 
Johns death a page was set up 
in Johns Name. 
 
http://www.bebo.com/
Profile.jsp?
MemberId=5528805412 
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The Firefighter's Prayer  



This news has floored me. 
Never know what to say in 
circumstances like this. I got 
to know John in early 
December in Longview, 
Texas during the USAR 
training. I was safety officer 
during the 2 week training 
course there. The time we had 
training, fellowshiping and 
getting to know one another it 
was hard to see it end. We 
just didn't know that it would 
really be "the end”. We all 
consider John and the rest of 
the fire service personnel 
across the big pond our 
Brothers. It was a wonderful 
pleasure having the 
opportunity to have met and 
known John, even if it was 
only for a couple of weeks. 
Bless you all and may God 
ease the hurt you all must 
feel. 
Alan Russell     

Mission Statement 
 
Central Scotland Fire and Rescue Service exists to help create safer 
communities, to provide an effective emergency service and to protect local 
economic, environmental and community interests. 
In delivering this, we have set ourselves 3 Strategic Objectives.  
 
We protect the community by 

putting an ever increasing emphasis on preventing fires and life 
threatening incidents focussing on those most at risk in our 
communities 

ensuring that those people responsible for the fire safety of their 
premises are meeting their obligations 

responding effectively to a broad range of emergencies, both locally 
and nationally. 

We act as a good employer by 

developing a highly skilled workforce through continuous learning and 
development 

ensuring that our staff operate in a safe and effective manner 

developing a culture that recognises and supports diversity. 

We provide value for money by 

working in partnership with other organisations 

operating an effective resources and performance management 
system 

providing efficient and effective support services 

striving for a continued improvement in what we do 

being transparent about how we run our organisation. 

Central Scotland Fire and Rescue Service 
Main Street  
Maddiston 
Falkirk 

Phone: 01324 716996 
Fax: 01324 715353 

 

E-mail: info@centralscotlandfire.gov.uk 
www.centralscotlandfire.gov.uk 
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The news of John’s death 
spread worldwide and 
responses have come in from 
many countries including 
Ireland, America, Canada, 
Nigeria, Holland, Japan and 
Australia. 

Having recently returned 
from an Urban Search and 
Rescue training course in 
Texas, firefighters he met 
there were saddened by the 
news of his death. 

The following tributes  are 
just a small sample of the 
many entries in the online 
book of condolences. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with the family and 
friends of Mr. Noble. 
Great Falls Volunteer Fire 
Department, Fairfax 
County Virginia 
 
Jerry Smith  
Great Falls, Virginia, 
USA  

May God bless and keep 
John Noble, his family, 
his friends and his fellow 
firefighters. My thoughts 
and prayers are with you 
all. 
 
Lt. Thomas Swett 
New Durham Fire  
New Durham, NH, USA  

To all who served with Mr. 
Noble as well as his family, 
I am very sorry for your 
loss. From all that I have 
read about John, I have 
found that he was a very 

My friend Willie served 
with John. I salute all who 
serve their country, police, 
firefighters, servicemen. 
They risk themselves 
every day so that the rest 
of us don't have to. Thank 
you John. You are a hero. 
Jan 
Janet   
Mississauga, Canada  

I heard of John's death from 
my wife's cousin, and wanted 
to express my support for his 
family in this time of 
sadness.  
Bob 
 
Lynden ON Canada  

My condolences to the 
family of Mr. Noble. I had 
the pleasure of spending 
some time with John during 
our training here in Texas. 
He was good man with a 
great sense of humour. I am 
sure he will be missed as he 
left such a good impression 
with everyone he met here. 
We will keep his family and 
brothers in our prayers. 
 
Captain Kolby Beckha 
Longview, Texas USA  

loved and respected man. 
Even though I did not 
know John personally, he 
was a brother. I am a 
firefighter as well. That 
brotherhood and love for 
our fellow firefighters has 
no nationality or uniform. 
It is the common bond of 
caring for the human race. 
To answer the call of duty 
where ever it may be. Mr. 
Noble's Family, his 
department, and 
community are in my 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Lance Smith     
Bradford, IL USA  

John was a man who 
touched many, even us in 
far away Sakhalin Island in 
Eastern Russia, where he 
trained a number of Russian 
fireman in crash rescue 
skills that will save many 
lives. His professionalism 
and joie de vivre will be 
sorely missed by all who 
knew him. I wish his family 
all the strength and support 
they can get at this very 
difficult time. May he rest 
in peace. 
Andy 

Andy Pearce  

The Hague, Holland 


